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At Charterhouse Square School we believe that Every Child Matters and aim 
to ensure that the additional needs of each child can be met in as inclusive 
a way as possible. The inclusive provision for More Able and Talented (MAT) 
requires that we can identify pupils as early as possible and ensure that a 
suitable range of appropriate opportunities and effective strategies are 
available for each child to work towards his/her potential 
 
The mission statement of our school talks of valuing the individuality of all 
our children. The aims of our school make specific reference to teaching 
and learning that takes into account the needs of all children. They also 
identify the commitment to giving all our children every opportunity to 
achieve the highest of standards.  
 
In line with School’s overall objectives, the aims of this policy are to enable 
all children to be educated to the full extent of their potential, having 
access to a broad, balanced and challenging curriculum. 
 

Definition  
 
MAT pupils can be collectively defined as those pupils who require enriched 
and extended opportunities across the curriculum to develop their abilities 
in one or more areas due to the fact that they demonstrate a significantly 
higher level of ability and/or potential than their cohort. They require a 
greater depth and breadth of learning activities.  
 
A MAT pupil could demonstrate one of the following:- 
 

1.  specific academic aptitude or affinity for any curriculum area or 
subject. 

2.  evidence of high attainment across a wide range of subjects or 
demonstrate high levels of attainment in particular subjects or areas. 

3. demonstrate exceptional ability in music, sport, drama and art. 
4. be particularly creative in other aspects of their learning. 

 
 
The role of the teacher working closely with the SENCO: 
 

o evaluates, monitors and reviews the provisions for MAT children 
ensuring the classroom environment is appropriate, challenging and 
supportive. 

o is aware of the extra-curricular opportunities available. 
 

 
Classroom teaching at school is committed to such ideals and therefore: 

1. builds on what we know about how MAT children think and learn. 
2. offers opportunities to reveal ability. 
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3. offers structured access to higher levels of achievement through 
differentiation. 

4. uses assessment for determining learning as well as assessing learning 
outcomes. 

5. makes learning enjoyable as well as challenging and rewards 
intellectual risk taking and innovation. 

 

Statement of Philosophy 
 
We believe we should provide teaching that makes learning challenging and 
enjoyable, with all children achieving their full potential. We endeavour to 
help children develop their skills and abilities intellectually, physically, 
artistically and creatively. MAT children should be given the opportunity to 
study subjects to a greater breadth and depth. We aim to provide 
opportunities to develop specific skills and talents. We are also mindful of 
the importance of our role in helping to develop the whole child and not 
just one aspect of their abilities.  
 
We use a range of strategies to identify MAT children. The identification 
process is ongoing and begins when the child joins our school. Each child’s 
pre-school record gives details of their achievements and interests in 
particular areas. Discussions with parents enable us to add further details to 
these records.  
 
Children undergo assessment within the first half-term of joining our school. 
This gives information about their developing skills and aptitudes.  
  
As the children move through the school, we test them regularly using NFER, 
CATs, EYFS and ELGs and National Curriculum levelling to ensure that they 
are making the sort of progress we are expecting of them in their personal 
targets. We identify them as MAT when they achieve high levels of 
attainment across the curriculum, or in particular skills or aspects of 
subjects. 
 
Our aim is to build a comprehensive picture of each child’s ability. When a 
MAT child is identified through teacher assessment and professional 
judgement, further assessment will be carried out through: 

o discussion with colleagues 
o analysis of information from national and school-based tests 
o continuous assessment using a variety of open/differentiated tasks 
o careful record-keeping, collation of evidence, e.g. samples of 

children’ work 
o consultation with parents. 

 

Aptitudes in English and Mathematics 
 
 MAT children in English are identified when they: 

 demonstrate high levels of fluency and originality in their 
conversation. 
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 use research skills effectively to synthesise information. 

 enjoy reading and respond to a range of texts at an advanced 
level. 

 use a wide vocabulary and enjoy working with words. 

 see issues from a range of perspectives. 

 possess a creative and productive mind and use advanced skills 
when engaged in discussion. 

 can show good leadership skills. 
 

 
  MAT children in mathematics are identified when they: 

 demonstrate  a range of strategies for solving a problem. 

 are naturally curious when working with numbers and investigating 
problems. 

 see solutions quickly without needing to try a range of options. 

 look beyond the question in order to hypothesise and explain. 

 work flexibly and establish their own strategies. 

 enjoy manipulating numbers in a variety of ways. 
 

Teaching and Learning Style 
 

Teachers in our school plan carefully to meet the learning needs of all our 
children. We give the children the opportunity to show what they know, 
understand and can do, and we achieve this in a variety of ways when 
planning for children’s learning by providing: 

 a common activity that allows the children to respond at their own 
level. 

 an enrichment activity that broadens a child’s learning in a 
particular skill or knowledge area. 

 an individual activity within a common theme that reflects a 
greater depth of understanding and higher level of attainment. 

 the opportunity for children to progress through their work at their 
own rate of learning. 

 
In all school years we set targets for English and mathematics termly and 
within the Early Years targets are set across all learning areas. Teachers 
regularly review the progress of children, and children move between ability 
groups as appropriate. This enables teachers to plan work that reflects the 
narrow band of ability in each group.    
 

Strategies 
 

The SEND  role includes: 
 

 ensuring the MAT register is up to date; 

 develop the policy in conjunction with the SLT; 
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 monitoring and planning to ensure that suitable tasks and 
activities are being undertaken by MAT children across all 
curriculum areas; 

 regularly reviewing the teaching arrangements for  MAT children; 

 monitoring the progress of  MAT children through discussions with 
teachers; 

 supporting staff in the identification of MAT  children; 

 providing advice and support to staff on teaching and learning 
strategies; 

 liaising with parents and the Head Teacher on issues related to 
MAT children. 
 

Monitoring includes feedback from parents and children, as well as regular 
classroom observations of teaching and learning, and termly evaluations of 
children’s written work. Opportunities for extension and enrichment are 
built into all our schemes of work. 
 
Through effective planning, assessment, record keeping, classroom 
monitoring and liaison with children’s previous teachers we aim to: 
• establish what they have done previously in order to prevent repetition 
• reduce peer pressure to underachieve 
• provide challenges through high-quality tasks for enrichment and 
extension 
• plan work, so that there is always extension material for the able children 
• differentiate appropriately 
• allow the children to make choices about, and organise, their own work 
• set individual, challenging targets 
• set individual homework 
• expect them to carry out, unaided, tasks that stretch their capabilities 
• develop their ability to evaluate and check work 
• improve study skills.  
 

 
 

Monitoring 
The teachers assess the progress of MAT children through normal classroom 
practice. In addition there are times when it is appropriate for children to 
complete assessments that are above their chronological year group. These 
results can then be measured against national levels.  
 
 
 


